
What does the Bible say about immigrants, aliens and strangers? 
 

Genesis 1:27-28 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply ….” 

Exodus 12:49 – “There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger who sojourns 
among you.” 

Exodus 22:21 - “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in 
the land of Egypt.” 

Exodus 23:9 - “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, for you 
were sojourners in the land of Egypt.” 

Exodus 23:12 - “Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh day you shall rest; that 
your ox and your donkey may have rest, and the son of your servant woman, and the alien, 
may be refreshed.” 

Leviticus 19:9-10 - “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field 
right up to its edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall 
not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. 
You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 19:33-34 – “You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native 
among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the Lord your God.” 

Leviticus 24:22 – “You shall have the same rule for the sojourner and for the native, for I am 
the Lord your God.” 

Numbers 15:15-16 – “For the assembly, there shall be one statute for you and for the 
stranger who sojourns with you, a statute forever throughout your generations. You and the 
sojourner shall be alike before the Lord. One law and one rule shall be for you and for the 
stranger who sojourns with you.” 

Deuteronomy 1:16 – “judge righteously between a man and his brother or the alien who is 
with him.” 

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 – “He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves 
the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt.” 

Deuteronomy 24:14 – ““You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor and needy, 
whether he is one of your brothers or one of the sojourners who are in your land within 
your towns.” 

Deuteronomy 24:17 – ““You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the 
fatherless, or take a widow's garment in pledge,” 

Deuteronomy 27:19 – “‘Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and the widow.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’” 

Job 29:16 – “I was a father to the needy, and I searched out the cause of him whom I did not 
know.” 



Psalm 146:9 – “The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the 
fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

Jeremiah 7:5-7 – “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute 
justice one with another, if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, 
or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own harm, 
then I will let you dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever.” 

Ezekiel 22:29 – “The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. 
They have oppressed the poor and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without 
justice.” 

Malachi 3:5 – “Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against 
the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who 
thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.” 

Matthew 2:13-14 – “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And 
he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt” 

Matthew 25:35 – “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,” 

Luke 10:36-37 – “Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man 
who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to 
him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

Acts 17:26-27 – “And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face 
of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 
that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is 
actually not far from each one of us, 

Romans 12:13 – “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” 

Philippians 3:20 – “But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” 

Hebrews 13:2 – “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,” 

1 Peter 2:11-12 – “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions 
of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of visitation. 

1 Peter 2:13-14 – “Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be 
to the emperor3 as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and 
to praise those who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

Revelation 7:9-10 – “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” 


